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PRESENTATION 

 AGENDA 

• Overview of Blue Stakes 

• 5 Steps to Safer Digging 

• Legal Responsibilities of Excavators 

• Legal Responsibilities of Owner / 
Operators 

• 2008-2011 Law Amendments 

• Common Ground Alliance (CGA) 

• Blue Stakes Services 

• Digging Dangers Video 







HISTORY 

• Blue Stakes of Utah was established in 

1974 and charged with the purpose of 

reducing damages to underground 

facilities and ensuring public safety. 

 

• Original Membership - 3 Member Utilities 

 

• Current Membership - 551 Utilities 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• Cable Television 

• City and Municipality 
Owned Utilities 

• Gas / Oil / Petroleum 
Gathering and 
Transmission 

• Local Telephone 
Carriers / Fiber Optics 

• Associated General 
Contractors (AGC) 

• Long Distance 
Telephone Carriers / 
Fiber Optics 

• Power 

• Sewer 

• Water 

• Questar Gas 

• Qwest 

• Rocky Mountain 
Power 



TICKET VOLUME 





Gusher with Backhoe 

 

A backhoe was 

engulfed by a million 

gallons of water after 

hitting a 24-inch water 

main. The backhoe was 

being used to prepare 

ground for a new 

housing division. The 

escaping water sprayed 

onto a road, causing 

the road to be closed 

for 11 hours. City 

workers were able to 

make temporary repairs 

on the main and the 

road surface to allow 

the road to be 

reopened.  



Water Main Rupture 

 

Power company crews 

replacing a pole 

augured through a 

water main.  This 

dramatic scene shows 

the geyser that 

resulted when the main 

carrying water at 70 psi 

of pressure was 

punctured. 



Saint Paul Fire  

In Saint Paul, MN, a backhoe struck a gas line as a city crew was repairing 

a sewer. Despite efforts to evacuate nearby buildings, 3 people died and 

11 were injured in the ensuing explosion.  









DAMAGE PREVENTION - 

SHARED RESPONSIBILITY 
 

• Facility Owners 

• Contract Locators 

• Contractor / Home 

Owner 

• Blue Stakes of 

Utah 



• General Blue 

Stakes association 

and ticket process 

information (p. 1) 

 

• Marking guidelines 

(p. 24) 

 

• Utah Law (p. 45) 





UTAH CODE TITLE 54, 

CHAPTER 8a,  

DAMAGE TO UNDERGROUND 

UTILITY FACILITIES 

 

2008 – 2011 

AMENDMENTS 



2008 AMENDMENTS 
1. Update Locate Request clarification 

2. Created Damage Dispute Board 

3. Term “Emergency” redefined 

4. Requirement to call “911” if damage may result in 
immediate risk to human life 

5. Established criteria to impose civil penalties & 
redefined amounts 

6. Requirement that each excavator have their own 
locate request 

7. Encouraged inclusion to “Call 811 Before You 
Dig” on building permits  

8. Marking of non-owned facilities by operator 
defined 

9. Established enforcement by Attorney General 

 

 

 



2009 AMENDMENTS 
1. Provisions of locating & marking sewer laterals 

defined 



2011 AMENDMENTS 
1. Established Uniform Color Code & Marking 

Guidelines from the Common Ground Alliance for 
both excavators & operators 

2. Update Locate Request clarification 

3. Pre-Marking dig site requirements defined 

4. Established criteria to recover damage costs due 
to operator’s failure to mark facilities 

5. Increased civil penalty amount 

6. Liability established for damage within 24 inches 
of an above ground presence of an underground 
facility even if no markings are present  

 



COMMON GROUND ALLIANCE 

(CGA) 

http://www.3-clickdeskreference.com/cga_2013_best_practices/2013_CGA_BestPractices.pdf


CGA – D.I.R.T. 
• Damages Attributable 

to No One Call Notice 

Being Made: 

   Year    Nation     Utah           

   2006      38%       48% 

   2007      35%       44% 

   2008      40%       38% 

   2009      28%       30% 

   2010      32%       27%  

   2011  26%       29%  

 

 

http://www.commongroundalliance.com/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=7452


OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED 

BY BLUE STAKES 

 

• Online Ticket Entry 

• Online Ticket Revision 

• Damage Prevention Education 

• www.bluestakes.org  



CREATE NEW TICKET 



UTILITY CONTACT LOOKUP 



AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY 

PLANNING & DESIGN 



“DIGGING DANGERS” 

VIDEO 





 

REMEMBER 
 




